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 Wednesday Service 

 

January 12, 2022 

 

11:00 a.m.        Morning Prayer  

 

 

THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 

 
Celebrant: Lord, open our lips, 

All: And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

 

Celebrant: O God, make speed to save us. 

All: O Lord, make haste to help us. 

 

 All:  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

Alleluia! 

 

Celebrant: The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us: O come, let us worship. 

 

 

JUBILATE 

 
Celebrant: Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands;  

People: serve the Lord with gladness and come before his presence with a song.  

 

Celebrant: Know this: The Lord himself is God;  

People: he himself has made us, and we are his; we are his people and the sheep of his 

pasture.  

 

Celebrant: Enter his gates with thanksgiving; go into his courts with praise;  

People: give thanks to him and call upon his name.  

 

Celebrant: For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting;  

People: and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 

 

 

THE PSALMS 
 

PSALM 98 

 

Celebrant: Sing to the Lord a new song,  

People: for he has done marvellous things. 

 

Celebrant: With his right hand and his holy arm  

People: has he won for himself the victory. 

 

Celebrant: The Lord has made known his victory;  



 

 

People: his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations. 

 

Celebrant: He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel,  

People: and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

 

Celebrant: Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands;  

People: lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 

 

Celebrant: Sing to the Lord with the harp,  

People: with the harp and the voice of song. 

 

Celebrant: With trumpets and the sound of the horn  

People: shout with joy before the King, the Lord. 

 

Celebrant: Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it,  

People: the lands and those who dwell therein. 

 

Celebrant: Let the rivers clap their hands,  

People: and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, when he comes to judge the earth. 

 

Celebrant: In righteousness shall he judge the world  

People: and the peoples with equity. 

 

People: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 

beginning, is now and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 
 

 

Reading: Colossians 3:18-4:6 

 

 

A READING FROM THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS 

 

Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.  Husbands, love your wives and never treat 

them harshly.  Children, obey your parents in everything, for this is your acceptable duty in the 

Lord.  Fathers, do not provoke your children, or they may lose heart.  Slaves, obey your earthly 

masters in everything, not only while being watched and in order to please them, but wholeheartedly, 

fearing the Lord.  Whatever your task, put yourselves into it, as done for the Lord and not for your 

masters, since you know that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward; you 

serve the Lord Christ.  For the wrongdoer will be paid back for whatever wrong has been done, and there 

is no partiality.  Masters, treat your slaves justly and fairly, for you know that you also have a Master in 

heaven. 

 

Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with thanksgiving.  At the same time pray for us as well 

that God will open to us a door for the word, that we may declare the mystery of Christ, for which I am 

in prison, so that I may reveal it clearly, as I should.  Conduct yourselves wisely towards outsiders, 

making the most of the time.  Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may 

know how you ought to answer everyone. 

 



 

 

The word of the Lord. 

 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO JOHN 15:1-16 

 
People: Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower.  He removes every branch in me that bears no 

fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit.  You have already been 

cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you.  Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot 

bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me.  I am the vine, 

you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you 

can do nothing.   

 

Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, 

thrown into the fire, and burned.  If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you 

wish, and it will be done for you.  My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and 

become my disciples.  As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love.  If you keep 

my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and 

abide in his love.  I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be 

complete. 
 

‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.  No one has greater love than 

this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.  You are my friends if you do what I command you.  I do 

not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have 

called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my 

Father.  You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will 

last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. 

 

The Gospel of Christ. 

 

People: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 

SERMON:    Rev. Canon Simon Bell 

 

 

Abide in Me 

Psalm 98; Colossians 3:18-4:6; John 15:1-16 

Jesus said, “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. … Abide in me as I abide in you.” 

 

“Abide”, meinate, remain or abode or stay “in me”.  It is the same word that Luke uses to tell us of 

Mary’s visit or stays with Elizabeth or when the Holy Spirit descends on Jesus at his baptism or that 

Jesus uses when he sends out the disciples to proclaim the kingdom of God when they find a welcoming 

home or when Jesus stays with somebody or to describe the presence of the Word of God in somebody 

or for the instruction given to the disciples to stay in a house while they wait for Pentecost.  It dominates 

the discourse in John’s Gospel in order to describe the relationship between Jesus and the disciples.  

 

Here in John 15:4 it is used as an imperative verb to indicate action that is required or commanded, but it 

is the past tense as could read “Continue to abide in me as you have abided in me before”.  But there is 



 

 

mutuality to it, “abide/remain/abode/stay in me as I have abided/remained/boded/stayed in you.  In most 

of the other contexts of its use in the Gospels it relates to abiding or staying in a dwelling or a house, but 

here it refers to a vine. 

 
Now the listeners in Jesus’ day would have been very familiar with the keeping of vines and would have 

a strong connection to the prophetic image of the People of God being like a vine.  But in this case, 

rather than Jesus being the “vine” of Israel who failed to be faithful in its vocation in Isaiah 5:1-7 and 

Jeremiah 22 or Ezekiel 19:10-14), he is the “true vine” who is faithful and calls us to faithfulness – to 

faithfully abide/remain/abode/stay in him. The one who the Psalmist (98:4) proclaims, “He remembers 

his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel” and calls us to do the same. 

 

In essence the life of the follower of Jesus can only truly be one of discipleship if it is rooted in 

faithfulness.  For without that faithful “abiding” our faith is fruitless and life of prayer ineffective 

because, apart from Christ, we “can do nothing” of any consequence for the Kingdom of God.  In 

contrast, one who faithfully abides is fruitful and affective in work and prayer.  

 

John ties abiding back into “love” and reminds us that Christ has taken the initiative in loving us first – 

“as I have loved you” – and that we enter into that love and find in it our home and dwelling then it calls 

us to live a life of love.  This calls us to invite others to abide “with us” in a life of mutual compassion in 

Christ.  In essence that is what Christian community is meant to be about us – the church gathered and 

present – faithfully abiding/dwelling/remaining/staying together in the faithful presence of Christ.  But 

Christ reminds us that such “abiding” is not limited to this life but continues beyond death: 

“In my Father’s house there are many dwelling-places.  If it were not so, would I have told you that I go 

to prepare a place for you?” (John 14:2) because Christ is ever faithful.  Amen 

 
All: Amen 

 

(Time allowed for Silent Reflection.) 

 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 

Hear, O Israel 

 

All: Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all 

your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.  This is 

the first and the great commandment.  The second is like it: Love your neighbour as 

yourself.   There is no commandment greater than these. 

 

 

INTERCESSIONS AND THANKSGIVINGS 
 

Litany 18 A Responsive Intercession 

 

Celebrant: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 

 

Silence 

 

Celebrant: For all people in their daily life and work;  

People: For our families, friends, and neighbours, and for all those who are alone. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2014%3A2&version=NRSVA


 

 

Celebrant: For this community, our country, and the world; 

People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

 

Celebrant: For the just and proper use of your creation;  

People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 

 

Celebrant: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;  

People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 

 

Celebrant: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;  

People: For all who proclaim the gospel, and all who seek the truth. 

 

 Celebrant: For Andrew our bishop and Ryscilla our Area Bishop, and for all bishops and other 

ministers;  

People: For all who serve God in his Church.  

 

Celebrant: For our own needs and those of others. Hear us, Lord; 

People: For your mercy is great. 

 

Celebrant: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 

 We will exalt you, O God our king;  

 

People: And praise your name for ever and ever.  

 

Celebrant: We pray for all those who have died in the peace of Christ, and for those whose faith is 

known to you alone, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 

 Lord, let your loving kindness be upon them;  

 

People: Who put their trust in you.  

 

Celebrant: We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 

 Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;  

 

People: in your compassion, forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things done and left 

undone; and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may live and serve you in newness 

of life, to the honour and glory of your name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

Celebrant: Gracious God, you have heard the prayers of your faithful people; you know our needs 

before we ask, and our ignorance in asking. Grant our requests as may be best for us. This 

we ask in the name of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 

All: Amen. 

 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY (Prayer of the Day) 

 

All: Eternal Father, who at the baptism of Jesus revealed him to be your Son, anointing 

him with the Holy Spirit, keep your children, born of water and the Spirit, faithful 

to their calling; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 



 

 

THE LORD'S PRAYER      

 

  Celebrant: Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray as our Saviour taught us, 

 

  All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as 

we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 

from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. 

Amen   

 

 

DISMISSAL: 

 

Celebrant: Let us bless the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

NOTICES: Vestry – Trinity on the 13th of February @12:00 and St Margaret’s on the 28 Feb at 

12:00. 

 Shrove Tuesday - 2nd of March 

 Ash Wednesday – 3rd of March  

 

 

THE BLESSING: 

 

Celebrant: May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the 

Holy Spirit.  

All: Amen. 

 

 

THE DISMISSAL:  
 

Leader: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

++++++++++ 

 

 

Service of Morning Prayer taken from the The Book of Alternative Services. Copyright 1985 by the 

General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada. 

Biblical texts taken from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of 

Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  

 

 

Assisting today:       

 

Celebrant (online): The Rev. Canon Simon Bell  

Video:  Fr. Simon/David Paradis 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

This morning in our worship we remember in our prayers those of our family and friends who 

have immediate needs and concerns: 
 

Cecil Nelson’s Family; Braedy; Gabrielle & Dom & family; Brandon & Rineke Semsch; Samantha 

Wright; Karyn; Shane & Shelly Finnigan & Families; Donna & Ray Wilson; Bill & Cathy Gray; Rev. 

Janet Mitchell; Rose McIntyre; Dave & Winnie Fulcher; Laura Johnston; Phil & Kathy C.; Cecil 

Nelson’s Family; Cole; Stephen Bertelsen; Martin Bertelsen; Lorraine W.; Sharron Snider; Peter 

Hubbard; Mark Ralston; Kim Middaugh; Jackson; Sally Smith; Marilyn Lloyd; Theresa & Pete; Valerie; 

Darlene Jessem; Doreen; Brenda Jessem; Brenda & Brian; Derek; Jaxon Croft; Sean. 

 

The names below are people in need of ongoing prayers for various reasons so we ask you to 

please continue to pray for them and their continuing need of God’ s healing touch and grace:  
 

Adesh; Lisa Marie; Sophia L.; Joyce Antony; Pam Rees; Alvin Maynard; Dave Lawrence; Livia & Neil 

Purcell; Jim Tomkins; Sheila Green; Carrie Snow; Sheri Scott; Carl; Mark & Erin; Wally Raymond; 

Christine; Audrey Moody; Lynda Raye; Garn Mennell; Lee & Jeannie Martin; Michelle Sinclair and 

mom; Jane & Ron Lewis; Cecilia Mowat; Marilyn Foley; Bill Snow; Deborah Hall; Owen; Jen 

Galicinski; Arlene; Joan Gough; Lorraine W; Fr. Murray; Margie Mills; Eunice Merrett; Jean Wallace; 

Nancy Dodds; Wendy Goodyer; Gordon Kennedy; Do Saunders; Jefferson Jr.; June Osolin; Tanya 

Wade-Vargas. 

 

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer we pray for: 
 

 The Diocese of North Africa – The Episcopal/Anglican Province of Alexandria 

 

In the Toronto Diocesan Cycle of Prayer we pray for:   

 St. Jude, Wexford 


